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  We Gather to Worship God 
 
PRELUDE Melodic Suite, “Invocation” — Charles Callahan Mark Cole, organ 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 
OPENING SENTENCES    

One: My house shall be called a house of prayer  
for all peoples, says the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on MCKEE, “In Christ There Is No East or West” (page 6 below) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

God declares: 
Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 
Confident in our deliverance, let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Holy God, 
we confess we have not been obedient to your will for us.  
We have sought justice for ourselves but neglected justice for others. 
We have insisted on our rights but have not lived rightly in our relationships. 
We have desired mercy for our sins, but we have not offered mercy to those 
who have sinned against us.  
By the power of your Holy Spirit free us from the prison of our disobedience.  
Help us to love as you have loved us that our lives may testify to your abounding grace 
though Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Friends, the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  
Receive the gift of forgiveness and share that gift with others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

 

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
August 16, 2020 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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We Listen to the Word 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my 
deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to 
love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and 
hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house 
of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I 
will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
CHILDREN’S GREETING  
 
ANTHEM  “My Lord, What a Mornin’” — arr. Harry T. Burleigh Karen Dante, soprano 
 
SERMON  “Disaster Recovery” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on AMAZING GRACE, “Amazing Grace” (page 7 below) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE “Sortie” — George Blake Mark Cole, organ 
 
  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 
WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 
gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to 
a pastor. Contact information is below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR AUGUST 16: 
 

Prelude — Melodic Suite, “Invocation,” Charles Callahan 
“Invocation” is from Melodic Suite, composed in 2018 by Charles Callahan. It is the third movement in the 
suite. A quiet, melodic, and contemplative movement utilizes a solo stop accompanied by strings on the 
organ. Charles Callahan (b. 1951) is a native of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Callahan is a well-known 
composer, organist, choral conductor, pianist, and teacher. He is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music, 
Philadelphia, and the Catholic University of America, Washington, DC. Callahan’s compositions are 
frequently performed in church and concert. 
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“In Christ There is no East or West” (MCKEE) and “My Lord, What a Mornin’” 
This morning, you will hear two pieces arranged by American composer Harry T. Burleigh (1866–1949).  
Burleigh began his musical career as a choirboy in St. Paul's Cathedral, Erie, Pennsylvania. He also studied 
at the National Conservatory of Music, New York City, where he was friends with Antonín Dvořák. He is, 
perhaps, best known as the first African-American composer acclaimed for arranging spirituals for classical 
concerts and for his influence in the development of American art song. The hymn tune MCKEE was 
originally an Irish melody that was adapted into a spiritual. Burleigh took this tune and turned it into a four-
part chorale-style hymn. We will also hear Burleigh’s arrangement of the spiritual, “My Lord, What a 
Mornin’,” sung by Karen Dante. 

 

“Amazing Grace” (AMAZING GRACE) 
John Newton (1725–1807), the author of “Amazing Grace,” was seven when his mother died and eleven 
when he went to sea with his father. His sailing life included a flogging for attempted desertion from the 
Royal Navy and captivity by a slave trader in West Africa. After he escaped, he became the captain of a 
slave ship. In 1748, a storm battered his vessel so severely that he called out to God for mercy. This moment 
marked his spiritual conversion, and he ended his seafaring altogether in 1754 or 1755. He then began 
studying Christian theology. 

 

Postlude – “Sortie,” George Blake  
“Sortie” comes to us from the French: to exit, departure. In musical terms, sortie is a postlude or concluding 
voluntary. George Blake was a professional organist from the age of 14. Blake lived in Nutley, New Jersey, 
working in the garden state and New York.  He composed many works for organ during his long life.  His 
most popular works are his postludes in the romantic style of the late nineteenth-century.  Blake’s style 
possesses an unmatched grandeur and majesty. 
 
RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  
Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 
gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING continues in the church parking lot each week between 11 and noon on 
Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR DRIVE-THROUGH DONATIONS! You are helping to 
sustain many of our neighbors. Special request this week: We have given away all the peanut butter 14.6–
16 oz size – we 100 jars for Aug 22nd. We are also in need of disposable diapers size 5 
 Continuing needs are 10-pound bags of rice or beans, peanut butter, tuna, sauce, adult diapers – medium or 
large, feminine hygiene pads, bar soap, and toothpaste. And don’t forget bags: paper grocery bags to 
reinforce the plastic one and newspaper sleeves for hygiene products. Since the pandemic first hit our area in 
March, St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic has given away 1,500 bags of food. 
 

NEXT REQUEST – NEW BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Even though the COVID 
situation makes back-to-school plans fluid, the annual backpack and school supply collection will continue. 
The Mission Committee is collecting for kids served by Camden Community Center and by St. Wilfrid’s. 
Look for sales when you shop and drop supplies off at the church drive through on Sundays, 11-noon. 
 
• Erasers 
• Colored Pencils 
• Crayons 
• Glue Stick 
• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 
• 3-Ring Binders – 1˝ or 1 ½ ˝ 
• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide Rule 
• Calculator 
• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 
• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt tips 
• Pocket Folders 
• Composition Notebooks 
• Tissue Packets 
• Backpacks (the biggest need for 

backpacks is Grades 3-8 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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CALLING ALL RISING 9TH GRADERS! While we are working out how to best hold Confirmation 
Class during COVID, we want to make sure we keep all Confirmands and their parents current with 
decisions as they happen. Please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to 
receive the communications for the upcoming 2020-2021 Confirmation Year. 
 
HELP WANTED IN CONNECTING MEMBERS! Would you be willing to take an iPad or other device 
to the home of a member who has no internet access? We are looking for folks who could sit – properly 
distanced – with a fellow member for an hour each week to share the Sunday worship service. All services 
are archived and download-able, so availability on Sunday mornings is not a requirement. If you are 
interested in connecting in this way, please contact Donna George, Donna.George@jefferson.edu, 856-857-
7795. And if you know someone who would like to be on the receiving end of such a digital partnership, let 
Donna know as well. Thank you! 
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS ARE ON! On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be outside 
the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them for 
anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” To book your 30-minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the 
church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 
exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 
Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 
 
JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 
conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 
Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 
general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, August 18, the focus is on Romans 12:1-18. Here's the 
Zoom link — hope to see you there!  
 
FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY TAKES A BREAK THIS WEEK – The Family Pandemic Group 
returns on August 26th, at 8:00 p.m., to continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. This 
study will help us grow in discerning the difference between selfishness and self-love, provide tools to engage 
in practices that exhibit self-love, and most importantly – we will learn how to unhook ourselves from the 
oppressive structure of perfectionism. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab Heimerling who will 
provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 
now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org. By 
the way, the Weekly Email will be on vacation this week. See you again on August 27. 
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! Do you have a passion for racial justice? We need you! We are 
brainstorming and mapping out next steps to engage our congregation in thoughtful initiatives that will 
begin to address structural racism. Please contact Becky Bryan if you are interested in being a part of this 
denomination-wide effort: rebeccabryan@me.com or 856-986-8594.  
 This week, Justice and Advocacy members met with church committee chairs to discuss integrating 
Matthew 25 work into the life of our congregation. Since we are focusing on dismantling structural racism, 
we are asking ourselves: what will we do personally? What will we do as committees? And what will we do 
as a whole church community? At the recent Matthew 25 event, the metaphor of a highway was shared, with 
the highway being the work of racial justice. Some are already in the fast lane. Some are just entering the 
on-ramp. And some aren’t ready to drive on the highway yet. We invite you to reflect on where you are 
“driving” regarding racial justice work as we continue to prepare our first initiatives. 
 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:Donna.George@jefferson.edu
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751699836?pwd=c2RJeEVobEM2YnhkVGhiL2RqRXZsZz09
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
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THIS WEEK’S FPCH BLOG – Staff blog posts continue. This week, Nikki shares an introduction to 
Stephen Ministry – something she envisions for this congregation. Go to 
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx  
 
SCRIPTURE PASSAGE FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 (and Doug’s Tuesday Bible Study): Rom 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, 
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 
Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

 
 
 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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